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REVIEW. 


XL. .4 Discourse, occasion- 
ed by the Proclamation of 
Peace between Great Britain 
and the United States of Amer- 
ica. Preached on Lord’s day, 
Ireb. 26, 1815; and frublished 
by request. By Tuomas WI1t- 
LraMS, Minister of the Pacific 
Congregational Church and 
Society in Providence. Prov- 


idence; H. Mann & Co. pp. 23. 


Tuts Discourse is a very sensi- 
ble discussion of an important 
subject. The text is Isa. ii, 4. 
They shali beat their swords into 
filough-shares, and their sftears 
into pruning hooks; nation shall 
not lift uft sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any 
more. 

The preacher illustrates this 
proposition: “fhough war has 
existed in past ages, yet, in a fu- 
ture period, it shall wholly cease 
to exist.” In pursuance of his 
design, he considers the exist- 
ence of war in past ages; inquires 
how it appears, that war shall 
wholly cease; and shows in what 
way it shall cease. The two 


last of these heads are treated in 


a very interesting manner. ‘To 
Vou. XE. 


the inquiry, how it appears that 
wars shall hereafter wholly 
cease, the preacher replies, that 
it does not thus appear from the 
native character of mankind, nor 
from any events that have yet 
taken place; but solely from what 
God has declared in the Scrip- 
tures. The way, in which the 
preacher supposes that universal 
peace will be established, is de- 
scribed under these two particu- 
lars; the publication of the Gospel 
through the whole earth, and 
the effusion of the Holy Spirit 
on all nations. We entirely ap- 
prove of these sentiments, and 
are deliberately of opinion, that 
Christians ought to keep them 
constantly im view, in all their 
plans for doing good to mankind. 
It is not sufficient to prove, that 
war is unjust, cruel, unwise, im- 
politic, and ruinous. Mankind 
have always known this. The 
understanding is easily convinc- 
ed; but, before the world will be 
reformed, the hearts of men 
must be changed. 

We have no room for extracts; 
but cordially recommend this 
sermon to the perusal of our 
readers. 
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Massachusetts Missionary Society. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


MISSION TO THE SOUTH WEST- 
ERN PARTS OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 


(Continued from p. 162.) 


Tue next letter, which the 
Comunittee received, was dated 
at Somerset, Ohio, 18 miles west 
of Zanesville, Sept. 21,1814. It 
is addressed to the Rev. Dr. 
Worcester, as chairman of the 
Committee. We copy nearly the 
whole. 


“Dear Sir, 

“Mr. Evarts’s letter of 24th ult. 
was received a few days since 
at Marietta. <A storm that pre- 
vents our travelling, gives us 
time to acknowledge the receipt 
of it, and to report to you the 
progress we have been enabled 
to make in our mission. We 
left Philadelphia on the 15th of 
August and reached Pittsburgh 
on the 28th. ‘There we tarried 
a few days waiting the arrival of 
the Bibles and Tracts committed 
to our care; which we had rea- 
sou to expect would have been 
there sooner than ourselves. 
But as we could not be long de- 
tained, we left orders for them 
to be forwarded to Marietta, and 
wenton ourway. Brother Mills 
went through Sieubenville to 
Wheeling, (Vir.) and brother 
Smith through Cannonsburgh 
and Washington. At Cannons- 
burgh there is a college, which 
has been a great blessing to that 
portion of the country. Most of 
the clergy have been educated 
atit. The Rev. Mr. Wiley is 
the principal. He is assisted by 
two others. The present num- 
ber of students is about forty. 
There is a fund here for the ed- 


cation of pious young men for 
the ministry, capable of support- 
ing asmall number. At Washing- 
ton, 6 miles off, there is another 
college. The Rev. Mr. Brown 
is the principal. There are 
about sixty students. At Wash- 
ing, brother Smith was present 
at a meeting for the formation 
of a Bible Society, and assisted 
in its organization. It was a 
pleasant meeting. A number ot 
clergymen and others, of differ- 
entreligious denominations, were 
present. The business was en- 
tered upon with unanimity and 
with engagedness. The Society 
is denominated “Zhe Bible So- 
ciety at Washingion, (Penn.)” 
The Rev. John Anderson, is the 
President. About twenty per- 
sons subscribed the constitution. 
There is a prospect of 150 or 
200 members. he people o 
the western parts of Pennsylva- 
nia, are perhaps more highiy fa- 
vored with respect to religious 
privileges than any other portion 
of the western country. Aud they 
uppear to prize their privileges. 
Brother Smith attended a sacra- 
ment at Wheeling, which is near 
the borders of Pennsylvania, and 
saw females of respectable ap- 
pearance walking four or five 
miles to meeting. The Lord we 
hope is about to excite this peo- 
ple to exert themselves in ex- 
tending these privileges to their 
destitute neighbors and brethren. 

“We met at Grave Creek, 
having been separated for sev- 
cral days. As we were trayel- 
ling on the banks of the Ohio, 
we were forcibly impressed with 
the idea, that a mission ought, if 
possible, to be speedily establish- 











1815. 


ed up and down this river. Per- 
mit us, dear Sir, through you, to 
urge this station upon the no- 
tice of your Society; and per- 
haps of other missionary socie- 
ties in New England. Between 
Steubenville and Marietta, (a 
distance of about a hundred 
miles,) there is no regular cler- 
gyman. Only ane place, Wheel- 
ing, is supplied with Presbyteri- 
an preaching half the time. This 
ground scems also to be very 
much deserted by Baptists and 
Methodists. There might be, 
on both sides of the river, as 
many as eight or ten stations se- 
jected, where very considerable 
congregations might be conven- 
ed to hear the Gospel preached. 
These stations might be visited 
by a missionary once in a tort- 
night or three weeks: and in this 
way aS many people would be 
supplied with the Gospel, as 
perhaps could be supplied by 
the same trouble and expense, in 
any other portion of our new 
country. ‘Ihe people on this 
Station, so far as we could learn, 
appear to be willing to attend 
meeting. At Grave Creek, 
brother Mills appointed a lec- 
ture; and in about two hours 
more than fifty people came to- 
gether. A missionary on this 
station, might have frequent op- 
portunities of exerting a saluta- 


ry influence upon the boatmen 


that navigate the river; who are 
perhaps a set of men as much 
corrupted, as any in the country. 
The distribution of Bibles and 
Religious Tracts, both among 
the boatmen and the inhabitants, 
would be a very pleasant and 
promising part of his business. 
The river bottom, extending one 
er two miles in width, is ex- 
tremely fertile, and will uo doubt 
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in a few years have a very nu- 
merous population. To pre- 
occupy this field is a matter of 
immense importance to the in- 
terests of the Redeemer’s king- 
dom in this vicinity. 

“We arrived at Marietta on 
the 8th inst. On our inquiring 
into the state of the Ohio Bible 
Society, we were happy to learn, 
that it appears to be flourishing, 
and bids fair to be a powerful in- 
strument in diffusing the knowl- 
edge of the Scripturcs through- 
out the western world. This 
Society was formed about two 
years since, when brothers Mills 
and Schermerhorn were at Mari- 
etta on their former mission. 
During the first year after its 
formation, the Society received 
from subscribers nearly two hun- 
dred dollars. Since the com- 
mencement of the present year 
it has received nearly four hun- 
dred dollars. This Society has 
received from the Massachusetts 
Bible Society a donation of one 
hundred dollars; from the Con- 
necticut Bible Society three do- 
nations amounting to five hun- 
dred Bibles; from the New York 
Bible Suciety a donation of one 
hundred Bibjes; and from the 
Philadelphia Bible Society a do- 
nation of thirty-one Bibles and 
sixty-eight Testaments. The So- 
ciety has actually distributed 
four hundred and eighty one Bi- 
bles and sixty-seven Testaments, 
and has now sent to Philadelphia 
to purchase four huadred Bibles 
more. 

“his Society has also, appa- 
rently, been the means of fro- 
voking to emulation the good 
people in other parts of the 
state. A Bible Society has been 
formed in the Connecticut Re- 
serye, Which has already sent to 
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Philadelphia for six hundred Bi- 
dles. Another is formed at Chil- 
icothe; and another is contem- 
plated at Cincinnati. Measures 
are now taking to unite these 
several Societies, and others that 
may be formed, into one general 
State Society. While we tarri- 
ed at Marietta, our Bibles and 
Tracts arrived. We repacked 
them as soon as possible, and or- 
dered them to different places, 
still farther to the west and 
south. Weare now again on our 
journey. Whether we shall be 
able to penetrate as far westas St. 
Louis, we know not. It is appre- 
hended to be dangerous travel- 
ling through the Territories, on 
account of hostile Indians. May 
the Lord direct us in the path of 
duty, and be our Protector; then 
we shall be safe. 

“Hitherto the Lord has won- 
derfully preserved us. We can 
say with truth, that on our long 


journey no harm worth mention- 
ing has been suffered to befall 


us. Why then should we now 
distrust the providence of God? 
We proceed therefore with con- 
fidence, followed, we hope, by 
Many prayers.” 

The next letter, which was 
received by the Committee, was 
dated at St. Louis, Missouri Ter- 
ritory, Nov. 7, 1814. It ought 
here to be mentioned, that 
Messrs. Mills and Smith were 
instructed to state, on proper 
occasions, that, as the expense 
of the mission was considerable, 
donations would be received to- 
wards defraying it, from any 
persons who felt able and dis- 
posed to contribute, in the prin- 
cipal towns and settlements 
which should be visited. It was 
thought that the tendency of 
such a measure would be alto- 


Massachusetts Missionary Society. 


JUNE. 


gether beneficial; as it is un- 
doubtedly a benefit to the new 
settlements, that the inhabitants 
should do what they can toward 
supplying themselves with min- 
isters. 


“Our last communication to 
you was dated, near Lancaster, 
Ohio, Sept. 21. We have now 
delayed writing to you, longer 
than we otherwise should, be- 
cause our plans of conduct have 
hitherto been somewhat unde- 
termined. We did not know, 
that we should be able to reach 
this place. It was thought by 
many well-informed people to be 
dangerous attempting to come 
hither. The savages have been 
often committing depredations 
and murders in this portion of 
our country. But through tae 
kind providence and protection 
of our God, we have passed 
safely through the wilderness, 
and have now reached the most 
western point of our contem- 
plated tour. 

‘At Lancaster, we called on 
the Rev. Mr. Wright, a presby- 
terian clergyman. He has for- 
merly been a laborious mission- 
ary; and has much information 
respecting the religious state of 
the western country. Since his 
settlement in that place, and 
within six years, he has distrib- 
uted four hundred Bibles. He 
is therefore well acquainted with 
the proportionate number of the 
destitute, in Ohio. And, in his 
opinion, as many families, as one 
in five, are not possessed of the 
Scriptures. According to this 
estimate, more than thirteen thou- 
sand Bibles are necessary, in or- 
der that there may be one to 
each family. Here is a large 
field for the exercise of Chris- 
tian liberality. Mr. Wright re- 
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lates some signal instances of 
the blessed effects of giving 
away the Bible. He has seena 
mnan notorious for indifference to 
religion, and for profaneness, 
suddenly arrested in his career 
of stupidity and folly, by this 
simple means. He has seen 
him turned about, and in the 
judgment of charity thoroughly 
converted from the error of his 
ways, and made an humble wor- 
shipper of the Lord Jesus. And 
all this was effected by the gift 
of a Bible, What Christian— 
what friend of humanity, would 
not give sixty cents to bring 
about an event like this! 

“From Lancaster we proceed- 
ed to Chilicothe; tarried there a 
day or two, and went on to Cin- 
cinnati—The presbytery in that 
vicinity, had been for some time 
endeavoring to procure the for- 
mation of a Bible Society for 
the country between the Mia- 
mies. But they had not effected 
it. We suggested toa number 
of clergymen, who were provi- 
centially in town, the expedi- 
ency of proceeding immediately 
to the formation of a Society. 
They approved of the proposal, 
and gave notice of a meeting for 
the purpose. The next day we 
had the satisfaction of seeing a 
number of clergymen and others, 
of different denominations, as- 
sembled. But as many were not 
present, whose assistance was 
desired, it was thought best to 
postpone the matter until the 
next week. A committee was 
appointed to prepare a constitu- 
lon; and notice was given of 
another meeting.-~—Cincinnati 
contains 5,000 inhabitants, and 
has a rich back country. We 


doubt not, therefore, that before 
this time a Society is formed 
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there, which will be a powerful 
instrument, in the diffusion of 
the Sacred Scriptures. The la- 
dies there have taken the prece- 
deucy in that labor of Jove. They 
have associated themselves un- 
der the denomination of, “Zhe 
Female Society of Cincinnati for 
charitable furpfoses.” They were 
about to send to the managers of 
the Ohio Bible Society, to pro- 
cure for them one hundred Bi- 
bles. Agreeably to your instruc- 
tions, we made known to the 
Rev. Mr, Wilson the circum- 
stances with respect to the sup- 
port of the mission; and, at his 
request, after an evening ser- 
vice in which brother Milts 
preached, a contribution was 
lifted (to use the phrase of the 
country) in aid of the mission. 
It amounted to twenty dollars—~ 
to which the Ladics’ Society 
added twenty dollars more. Of 
these, and other similar dona- 
tions, a strict account will be 
given to your Society. At Cin- 
cinnati we submitted the ques- 
tion to the decision of a num- 
ber of Presbyterian clergymen, 
whether we ought to attempt to 
go through the western Terrt- 
tories to this place. They unan- 
imously decided that we ought 
to go forward. We therefore 
went on: But we did it with 
some degree of hesitancy. For 
we were obliged, in a great 
measure, to relinquish a promis- 
ing ficld of usctulness in the 
neighborhood of Cincinnati, and 
also inthe neighborhood of Lex- 
ington, ( Ken.) 

“As we passed through the 
Indiana Territory, we kept stead- 
ily in view the great object of 
procuring the formation of a Bi- 
ble Society there. We con- 
versed with ‘gentlemen of the 
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first respectability from Law- 
renceburgh to Vincennes. And 
although some had never even 
heard of such an_ institution; 
vet all without exception ap- 
proved of the object. We had 
several interviews with Gover- 
nor Posey at Jeffersonville. He 
gave his decided approbation; 
and said he would exert himself 
in favor of such a Society. The 
population of this Territory is 
increasing with surprising ra- 
pidity. In 1810 it amounted to 
littl more than 24,000, Now 
it is thought there are 50,000 in- 
habitants. A very large pro- 
portion of these are poor peo- 
ple, and destitute of the Scrip- 
tures. 

“In the Illinois Territory, we 
pursued the same course;—and 
were so happy as to meet with 
universal countenance and ap- 
probation. At Shawanee-town 
we saw Judge Griswold, for- 
merly from Connecticut. He 
will be a decided friend of the 
Bible Society. He favored us 
with letters of introduction to 
Governor Edwards, and other 
gentlemen at Kaskaskias. The 
Governor has promised to pat- 
yonize the Society should one be 
formed. This Territory is de- 
plorabiy destitute of Bibles. In 
Kaskaskias, a place containing 
from 80 to 100 families, there 
are, it is thought, not more than 
four.or five. At Prairie de Rouche 
we had an interesting conversa- 
tion with Bishop Flaget of the 
Catholic church, respecting the 
distribution of the sacred volume 
among his people. He said he 
heartily approved; and would 
exert himself to promote the 
ciyculation of the French Scrip- 
tures among the Catholics of his 
diocese:—with only this reserye, 
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that he must first examine the 
‘translation, and see that it is one 
approved by the church. 

“In this Territory, our pros. 
pects are flattering with respec; 
to the formation of a Bible Soci. 
ety. The measure has many 
friends;—we have yet heard of 
none who oppose it. Governo; 
Clark has already become a sub. 
scriber. We have strong hopes, 
therefore, that we shall soon see 
respectable Bible Societies es. 
tablished in each of the Territo. 
ries. Such institutions are cer. 
tainly very much needed. It is 
exceedingly difficult, even for 
those who have money, to pro. 
cure Bibles. Very few are ever 
offered for sale. Many of the in- 
habitants are unable to buy. The 
Methodist church sends very 
considerable quantities of other 
books into this country for sale; 
but it sends no Bibles—or almost 
none. We have much regret- 
ted, in passing through the Ter- 
ritories, that we were not able 
to proceed more slowly, and to 
perform more missionary lador. 
But considering the length of 
our tour, and the advanced sea- 
son of the year, we have done 
what we could. Sure we are, 
that no person, who has one 
spark of benevolence in his 
heart, can forbear to exert him- 
self, while passing through this 
land of darkness and the shadow 
of death. Many portions of this 
country were never before visit- 
ed, as we can learn, by Presbyte- 
rian or Congregational clergy: 
men. And yet a great propor 
tion of the inhabitants were orig: 
inally Presbyterians. In the two 
northern counties of the IJinois 
territory, it is said a majority o 
the heads of families are Baptist 
and Methodist professors. An¢ 
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vet a Methodist. clergyman in- 
formed us, that almost all the 
people were educated Presbyte- 
rians, and would have been so 
still, had they not been gricvous- 
ly neglected by their eastern 
brethren. 

«From this place we expect to 
return immediately, through Il- 
jinois and Indiana, to Louisville 
and Lexington, Kentucky; and 
then to proceed, as expeditiously 
as circumstances will permit, to 
Nashville, Natchez, and New 
Orleans. Yours in the bonds of 
Christian affection.” 


From Shawanee-town, in the 
Illinois Territory, the missiona- 
ries write, Jan. 12, 1815. 


“We wrote our Jast letter to 
Dr. Worcester, from St. Louis, 
inthe early part of November. 
Since that date, we have, with 
the blessing of God upon our 
exertions, completed a prosper- 
ous tour through the Territories 
Indiana, Illinois, and Missouri. 
In our former letter we gave 
you a brief view of our exertions 
in favor of the formation of Bible 
Societies for the Territories, un- 
til the date of our letter. Previ- 
ous to our leaving St. Louis, a 
subscription paper was circu- 
lated in order to ascertain who 
would favor the formation of a 
Bible Society for the Territory. 
Near three hundred dollars were 
subscribed in the course of a day 
or two, by the inhabitants of that 
place. The subscribers engag- 
ed to pay the sums annexéd to 
their names, to the proper offi- 
cer of their Society, when the 
Society should be organized. 
There was a meeting’ of a num- 
ber of the subscribers. They 
Chose a Committee to draw up 
the Constitution of a Bible Soci- 


ety for the territory, and appoint 
a second meeting, when they 
proposed to adopt the Constitu- 
tion. Before we left the Terri- 
tory, a subscription paper to aid 
the object of the contemplated 
Bible Society was drawn up at 
the lead mines, and another at St. 
Genevieve. We have not as yet 
ascertained the amount subscrib- 
ed at these places. From the 
disposition manifested, by a num- 
ber of influential characters in 
these two places, to favor the ob- 
ject of the proposed Bible Soci- 
ety, we doubt not considerable 
sums will be subscribed. We 
ascertained, that there never had 
been any English Bibles, or 
French Testaments, sent into 
this Territory for gratuitous dis- 
tribution, except in one instance. 
Some time since, the Directing 
Committee of the Bible Society 
of Philadelphia sent to the care 
of Dr. Elliot, then residing at St, 
Genevieve, a number of English 
Bibles and French Testaments 
to be distributed by him. The 
English Bibles were very soon 
distributed, and the French Tes- 
taments principally. The pros- 
pect is, that very considerable 
exertions will be made, by men 
disposed to favor the promotion 
of religion and morality in the 
Territory, in favor of the gratu- 
itous distribution of the Bible. 
This Territory presents a very 
important and interesting field 
for missionary labors. There 


‘are many persons here, who have 


heretofore been members, either 
of Congregational or Presbyteri- 
an Churches; and who regret, 
with many a heart-ache, and ma- 
ny a tear, the loss of former 
privileges, and are looking with 
anxiety toward the rising sun, 
for some one to come to them, 
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who shall again stand and feed 
them in the name of Christ, and 
break to them the bread of life. 
When passing through the state 
of Ohio, at Chilicothe, we re- 
ceived a letter from our brother 
Giddings, then at Andover. He 
informed us, that the Trustees of 
the Connecticut Missionary Se- 
ciety had appointed brother 
Geuld, of his class, a Missionary 
to the Missouri Territory; and 
that his principal station was to 
be at St. Louis. We were much 
gratified upon receiving this in- 
telligence; but are sorry to say, 
we have heard nothing respect- 
ing him since that time. We 
then concluded, that as he re- 
ceived the appointment in the 
summer, he would probably ar- 
rive at St. Louis the latter part 
of the fall, or early in the winter. 
We now fear he will not visit 
the Territory. If this should 
prove to be the fact, we hope 
that no exertions will be spared 
by the trustees of the Connecti- 
cut Missionary Society to obtain 
another man, and that he will be 
speedily sent forward to this very 
important station. 

“November 9th, we left St. 
Louis, crossed the Mississippi, 
and proceeded on our way to 
Kaskaskias. Previous to our 
leaving Kaskaskias, we had a 
second conversation with Gov- 
ernor Edwards on the subject of 
the proposed Bible Society in 
the Illinois Territory. He ex- 
pressed his earnest desire, that 
the Society might soon go into 
operation. He was anxious that 
we should stay until it was or- 
ganized; but as it would be a 
considerable time before the no- 
tice of the meeting could be ex- 
tensively circulated, we did not 
think it proper to delay. We 
had previously conversed with 
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some of the most influentiaj 
characters, of the different de. 
nominations, upon the subject of 
forming the Society. They not 
only approved of the Society, by; 
engaged that they would exer 
themselves in favor of its forma. 
tion. We did not find any place 
in this Territory, where a copy 
of the Scriptures could be ob. 
tained. Merchants occasionally 
bring into the Territories books: 
of this description. The com. 
mon school Bible is not unfre. 
quently sold for two dollars, 
When we consider the inferior 
manner in which the Bible is 
often printed, this is certainly a 
very high price. There is no 
Presbyterian minister either sta- 
tioned or laboring as a missiona- 
in this Territory. Numbers who 
have heretofore belonged to Pres- 
byterian churches are anxious 
to have at least occasional sup- 
plies. A Presbyterian minister, 
of talents and piety, might no 
doubt receive a very handsome 
support, if he would settle at 
Kaskaskias, and preach a part of 
his time at that place, and a part 
at St. Genevieve, and teach a 
small school at the former place. 
A missionary, who should visit, 
occasionally, the most settled 
parts of the Territory, would in 
very many instances meet with 
a most cordial reception, and 
have before him a promising 
field for usefulness. 

“On the 14th of November we 
left Kaskaskias, and proceeded 
on our way to Shawaneetown. 
On our arrival at this place 
Judge Griswold informed us, 
that exertions were making (¢ 
form a Bible Society for the 
eastern part of the Illinois Te! 
ritory. He thought it most like- 
ly these exertions would proys 
successful. 








INE, 


tial 
de- 
t of 
not 
but 
cert 
ma- 
lace 
Opy 
ob- 
lally 
Oks’ 
Om- 
ifre- 
lars, 
rior 
e is 
ly a 
3 no 
 Sta- 
Ona- 
who 
res: 
ious 
sup- 
ster, 
it no 
ome 
le at 
rt of 
part 
sh a 
lace. 
visit, 
ttled 
Id in 
with 
~ and 
ising 


er we 
-eded 
town. 
place 
1 us, 
ng te 
» the 
Ter: 
like: 
prove 


1815, 


We could not ascertain, that 
there had ever been any Bibles 
or Testaments sent into this 
Territory for gratuitous distri- 
bution, and comparatively but a 
few families are supplied with 
either. Some, who are anxious 
to obtain the Bible, and able to 
purchase it, have been for years 
destitute. One man, whom we 
saw inthis Territory, informed 
us, that for ten or fifteen years 
he had been using exertions to 
obtain the Sacred Scriptures, but 
had not been able to succeed. 
Notwithstanding there are many 
ready and able to purchase the 
Scriptures, still there are many 
others who caNnot with conve- 
nience supply themselves; and 
must for years, perhaps as long 
as they live, be destitute of the 
Bible in their families, unless 
their wants are reiieved by oth- 
ers who have ability and a dispo- 
sition to supply them. 

“We arrived at Vincennes, on 
the 19th of November. While 
we were at that place, a subscrip- 
on paper was circulated, simi- 
lar to the one circulated at St. 
Louis. One hundred dollars 
were very soon subscribed. The 
prospect was, that twice that 
sum would soon be subscribed. 
The subscribers appointed a sec- 
ond meeting, when they propos- 
ed to adopt the constitution of a 
Bible Society for the western 
part of the Indiana Territory, or 
rather the Wabash District. On 
the 25th of November, we arriv- 
ed at New Albany, near Jeffer- 
sonville, which is situated at the 
falls of the Ohio, While we re- 
mained in the vicinity of the 
‘alls, subscription papers were 
circulated to ascertain who 


would aid the proposed Bible 


Society for the eastern part of 
Vou. XI. 
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the territory. These papers 
were circulated in Jeffersonville, 
New Albany, and Charleston. 
Near 250 dollars were soon sub- 
scribed; and a time was appoint- 
ed for the meeting, when it was 
expected the constitution would 
be adepted. 

“More than 700 dollars have 
been subscribed, since we came 
into the territories, to purchase 
Bibles to give to the destitute. 
We have no doubt that these 
subscriptions will be very consid- 
erably increased. But a few of 
the people, disposed to favor the 
chject proposed by forming Bi- 
ble Societies, have had an oppor- 
tunity to subscribe. Papers will 
be more generally circulated, 
when the societies shall go into 
operation. Some parts of the 
Territories are settling very fast. 
Many poor people are among 
the number of those, who go 
north of the Ohio. If those good 
mcn in the Territories, who are 
disposed to favor the promotion 
of religion and morality, by the 
general distribution of the Sa- 
cred Scriptures among the des- 
titute, continue to exert them- 
selves, as we believe they will, 
sull rescurces eannot be collect- 
ed probably by them, more than 
sufficient to supply the yearly in- 
creasing destitute part of their 
population. From the best esti- 
Mate, we could make, with re- 
spect to the proportionate num- 
ber of destitute families in the 
three Territories, we are led to 
believe, that 10 or 12,000 Bibles 
are necessary, in order to supply 
each destitute family. 

“You will readily perceive, Sir, 
that living as most of the people 
in the Territories do, 1,000 or 
1,500 miles from any place, 
where thé Bible is printed, very 
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many of them must for a.long 
time remawm destitute, unless 
their necessities can. be relieved, 
at least in a considerable degree, 
by the Managers ot Bible Soci- 
ties in the different States.* 
From the 600 Bibles com- 
mitted to our care by the Com- 
mittee of the Massachusetts 
Bible Society, 75 were ordered 
to the care of certain gentle- 
men in the Indiana Territory; 
50 to Shawanee-town, to be dis- 
tributed in the [Ilinois Territory; 
and 50 to St. Louis, to the care 
of Stephet, Hempstead. Do, Sir, 
interced: with the managers of 
Bible Societies in your vicinity 
to aid in supplying the destitute 
poor in the portion of our coun- 
try already briefly described. 
The Territories present very in- 
teresting fields for missionary 
labor. It seemsto us of infinite 
importance, that one missionary 
at least, be stationed in each of 
the Territories. The early part 
of December, we visited Lexin 
ton and Frankiort. Each of us 
at Frankfort had an opportunity 
of preaching to a number of the 
members of the Legislature, 
and presenting them with a view 
of the object of our mission. 
“The 20th of D.cember we re- 
turned to the Falis of the Ohio. 
We were detained at that place 
sume time, Waiting fora passage 
down the river to Natchez. 
“January Sth. We left Louis- 
ville, and embarked on board a 
keel-boat, descending the river 
to Natchez. Thus far the 


* Bibles which may be senton to the Ter- 
ritories for distribution, may, for the pres- 
ent, be directed to the care of the following 
gentlemen. In Indiana, to Thomas Posey 
the Governor of the ‘Territory, Jefferson- 
ville, or to Joel Seribuer, New Albany. 
In Lilinois to Joseph M. Street, Shawanee- 
town. In Missouri, to Stephen Hemp 
stead, St. Lewis. 


Lord has prospered us, great- 
ly prospered us. Dear Sir, 
pray for us, that God would s:ilJ 
more abundantly succeed our 
feeble exertions to extend the 
kingdom of his Son; and may He 
grant that the dark valley of the 
Mississippi may soon be illumi- 
nated with the light of the ever. 
lasting Gospel. We lately re- 
ceived a letter from Mr. Hen- 
nen of New Orleans. He ex- 
pressed his great satisfaction 
that the French Testaments were 
on their way to that place. He 
remarked in his letter, that the 
French people were frequently 
inquiring for them. He did not 
apprehend that any serious oppo- 
sition would be made to their 
circulation from any quarter. 
Since we left Cincinnati, (Ohio,) 
we have followed the advice 
contained in your letter, relative 
to presenting the object of the 
mission, where we had a conve: 
nient opportunity, and receiving 
donations to aid in defraying the 
expenses. The result has been 
favorable. Near 300 dollars have 
been given to us for this purpose. 
We are descending the river and 
expect to call at Shawaneetown. 
We hope to arrive at Natchez by 
the close of the present month.” 


The next letter which the 
Committee received was the fol- 
lowing; which was dated on the 
Mississippi below New Madrid, 
Jan. 20, 1815, and addressed to 
the Rev. Dr. Worcester. 


“Jn our letters directed to 
yourself bearing date 2ist of 
September, and 7th of Novem- 
ber last; and in one addressed to 
Mr. Evarts on the 12th inst. we 
have detailed many of the inter- 
esting events of our mission. 
And in these letters we have oc- 
casionally hinted at the import: 
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ance of certain fields of mission- 
ary labor, in the portions of 
country through which we have 
passed. We now beg leave to 
state, a little more at large, the 
observations we have made, and 
the thoughts that have occurred 
to us, on this interesting subject. 
We have already taken occasion 
to urge upen your notice, and 
the notice of your Society, a 
missionary circuiton the banks of 
the Ohio, between Steubenville 
and Marietta. We still think 
that a very important field, and 
should heartily rejoice to see it 
occupied by a fanhful laborer. 
In the State of ‘Ohio, other cir- 
cuits, perhaps of equal import- 
ance, might be pointed out. But 
this has been already done by 
Mr. Schermerhorn. (See his 
“Correct View,” &c.) This 
State, although in’ many parts 
deplorably Gestitute of the means 
of grace, is on the whole tar bet- 
ier supplied both with establish- 
ed preachers and missionaries, 
than any of uie States or Terri- 
tories west or south of it. With 
a population of about 250,J00; 
it has more than 50 Presbyterian 
and Congregational ministcrs— 
making an average of one 
preacher to 5000 inhalatants; 
while the State of Kentucky 
has not one Presbyterian minis- 
ter to 10,000 tnhabitants: and 
the North-western ‘Yerritorics 
not one to every 20,000. Ohio 
is fast emerging from the feeble, 
helpless state of infancy. Relig- 
ion is taking deep rooy and its 
branches are spreading from the 
river to the lake. Charitable in- 
stututions are formed and forming 


in various parts; such as Bibic, 


Tract, and Moral Socicties: and 
their salutary influence is begin- 
ning to be felt. But in other por- 


tions of western country it is not 
so. We propose, therefore, in this 
commuliication. to turn your at- 
tention more particularly te 
them. We begin with the Ter- 
vitories. We have travelled 
through them-—-have secn the 
nakedness of the land, apd our 
eyes have affected our hearts. 
We have heard the cry, Come 
over into Macedonia and helfi us. 

“Indiana, notwithstanding the 
war, is peopling very fast. Its 
settlements ave bursting forth 
on the right hand and on the 
left. In 1810 ‘there’ were 
in this Territory 24,509 inhab- 
L.anis;——now they are computed 
by the Governor at 35,000 by 
others at 40, and by some at 
66,000. Its principal settlements 
are on the Miami and White- 
water,——on the Ohio (extending 
in some places 20 miles back) 
and onthe Wabash and White 
river. Many small neighbor- 
hoods have received an addition 
of from 20 to 40 families during 
the last sumincr. 

“When we entered this Terri- 
tory there was but one Presby- 
terlan elergyman in it;—Mr. 
Scott of Vincennes. He has 
valiantly maintained his post 


there, for six years past. He 


has three places of preaching: 


and although he has not been ia- 


vored with an extensive revival; 
yet his labors have been blest to 
the edification of his congrega- 
tions. His church consists of 
about 70 members. Between the 
forksof White river, there is also 
a Presbyterian congregation; in 
which there are about 60 Com- 
municants:—and we have lately 


beard othat a clergyman is now 


settled among them. tn the 
State of Ohio we saw the Kev. 
William Robinson. He inforin- 
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ed us, that he expected soon to 
remove to the Territory and es- 
tablish himself at Madison on 
the Ohio. It is probable, then, 
that there are three Presbyteri- 
an clergymen now in the Terri- 
tory. But what are they for the 
supply of so many thousands. 
They are obliged to provide 
principally for their own support, 
by keeping school through the 
week, or by manual labor. They 
have, therefore, very little time 
to itinerate. The settlements on 
the Miami and White-water, we 
did not visit; but were informed 
by missionaries, who have occa- 
sionally labored there, that they 
afford promising fields of use- 
fulness. Probably congregations 
might be tormed there. Places 
of preaching, where considera- 
ble numbers of people would 
assemble, might be established, 
with short intervals, from Law- 
renceburgh, near the mouth of 
the Miami, to Jeffersonville, on 
the Falis of the Ohio. In the 
vicinity of the Falls, are two 
other flourishing little villages, 
Clarkestown and New Albany. 
It is of high importance that the 
standard of the truth should be 
immediately planted here;—for 
these places, or some of them, 
must soon become rich and pop- 
ulous towns. At Clarkestown, 
there is a smail Presbyterian 
church. But at janguishes for 
want of the bread and of the 
water of lite. Leaving the river, 
and proceeding a little further 
west, we came to other flourish- 
ing settlements. Corydon is the 
present seat of government for 
the Territory. Salem, a country 
seat, has near it three other 
places where churches might be 
tormed. These settlements are 
yet in there infancy. It is said, 
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however, that they are able.to 
support a minister. And yet 
there are people here who for 
five years past, have not seen 
the face of a Presbyterian cler- 
gyman. Their hearts have been 
grieved at the neglect of their 
brethren to send them any aid. 
While the Methodists have told 
them sneeringly, you may as 
well join our society, for you 
never will see a preacher of your 
own denomination here. Many 
have complied with this advice 
—but some have remained stead- 
fast. When they saw us, they 
shed tears of joy. In that part of 
the Territory that lies on the 
Wabash, there are settlements, 
both above and below Vincennes, 
that deserve the attention of mis- 
sionary bodies, particularly those 
above, on Bussaron. An im- 
mense number of settlers have 
been crowding out on that fron- 
tier during the last season. We 
have now given a brief view of 
the principal settlements in the 
Indiana Territory. If one or 
two faithful missionaries could 
be sent into it, to travel through 
it, and search it out—to collect 
congregations and organize 
churches—who can tell how 
much good might be done? They 
might become the fathers of 
the churches there. Thousands 
would rise up hereafter and call 
them blessed. 

‘The Illinois Territory when 
the last census was taken, con- 
tained 12,000 inhabitants. Its 
present population may be about 
i5,000. The hostilities of the 
neighboring savages have pre- 
vented any very considerable in- 
crease. Until the last summer, 


‘titles of land could not be obtain- 


ed in this Territory. But now 
Land Offices are opened—and 
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some portions of the country are 
extremely fertile. It is proba- 
ple, therefore, that settlers will 
now begin to flock in, especially 
if the war should soon terminate. 
The principal settlements in the 
Territory, at present, are situat- 
ed on the Ohio, and the Wabash, 
and on the Mississippi, and the 
Kaskaskias. The eastern set- 
tlements are considerably exten- 
sive, spreading 30 miles up the 
Wabash, and 40 down the Ohio. 
They include the U.S, Saline, 
where aconsiderable number of 
people are employed in manu- 
facturing salt, to the amount of 
3,600 bushelsa week. Of this 
county, Shawaneetown is the seat 
of justice. It contains about 
100 houses, situated on the Ohio, 
12 miles below the entrance of 
the Wabash, and subject to be 
overflowed at high water. But 
it is continually deluged hike 
most other towns in the Ter- 
ritories, by a far worse flood of 
impiety and iniquity. Yet even 
here a faithful missionary might 
hope to be extensively useful. 
The people heard us with fixed 
and solemn attention, when we 
addressed them. ‘The western 
settlements in this Territory are 
separated from the eastern by a 
wilderness of 100 miles. They 
lie ina country highly interest- 
ing, considered as missionary 
ground.. The American Bot- 
tom is an extensive tract of allu- 
vial soil on the bank of the Mis- 
Sissippl, 80 miles in length, and 
about Sin breadth. This land is 
endowed with a surprising and 
an exhaustless fertility. It is 
capable of supporting, and is 
doubtless destined to receive an 
immense population. The high 
lands back are also extremely 
tertile, .Kaskaskias is the key 
to all this country: and must 


therefore become a place of 
much importance, although at 
present it does not greatly flour- 
ish. It contains between 80 and 
100 famidies, two thirds French 
Catholics. The people of this 
place are very anxious to obtain 


a Presbyterian clergyman. Gov. 


Edwards assured us, that a 
preacher of popular talents 


-would receive a salary of $1000, 


per annum, for preaching a part 
of the time, and instructing a 
small school. By giving anoti:er 
portion of his services to the 
people of St. Genevieve he 
might obtain an addition of 2 or 
$00 dollars. Six miles from 
Kaskaskias there is an Associate 
Reformed congregation of 40 
families. Besides this we did 


not hear of a single organized. 


society of any denomination in 
the county, nor of an individual 
Baptist or Methodist preacher. 
The situation of the two upper 
counties is in this respect some- 
what different. Baptist and 
Methodist preachers are consid- 
erably numerous; and a majority 
of the heads of families, us we 
were informed by Gov. Edwards 
and others, are professors of re- 
ligion. A Methodist minister 
told us that these professors 
were almost all of them educated 
Presbyterians. And they would 
have been so still, said he, had 
they not been neglected by their 
eastern brethren. Now they are 
Baptists and Methodists. How 
many of them could be restored 
to the Presbyterian connexion 
by a prudent and pious mission- 
ary, it is impossibie to say, In 
all this*territory there is not a 
single Presbyterian preacher. 
And that Is not ail: when we ar- 
rived there we learnt that very 
considerable districts had never 
before seen one. Already have 
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the interests of orthodoxy and of 
Vital godliness suffered un irre- 
trievable loss. And they must 
suffer more and more, until mnis- 
sionaries are employed and sent 
to erect the standard of the 
truth, and establish the institu- 
tions of the Gospel. 

“The Missouri Territory is fast 
rising into importance and is well 
worthy the attention of mission- 
ary societies, In 1810 it contain- 
ed little more than 20,000 souls. 
At present we have reason to 
believe, from information obtain- 
ed from Gov. Clark, that this 
Territory has a population little 
short of 30,000. It has never 
been explored, as we could learn, 
by any person having its relig- 
lous state and interests in view. 
Our remarks, therefore, except 
with respect to those parts visit- 
ed by us, cannot be very particu- 
Jar. In St. Louis and its neigh- 
borhood the call is extremely ur- 
gent for a clergyman. It con- 
tains about 2,000 inhabitants;— 
one third perhaps are Americans, 
the remainder French Catholics 
The American families are many 
of them genteel and well inform- 
ed; but very few of them relig- 
jous. Yet they appear to be 
thorcughly convinced, by their 
own €xperience, of the indispen- 
sable necessity of religion to the 
welfare of society. When we 
told them that a missionary had 
been appointed to that station by 
the Connecticut Misstonary So- 
ciety, they received the inferma- 
tion with joy. And they are 
anxiously expecting his arrival. 
The most respectable people in 
town assured us, that a young 
man of talents, piety, and dder- 
ality of mind, would receive an 
abundant support; 12 or 1400 
dollars a year might be relied on 
by such a man; if he would teach 


a school and preach but a part of 
his trme. The remainder might 
be devoted to the neighboring 
settlements. When we consider 
the present situation of St. Louis, 
and the high probability that it 
will become a flourishing com. 
mercial town; we cannot but 
earnestly desire, that the person 
already appointed, or some other 
suitable one, may speedily be 
sent to occupy this important 
post. Situated just below the 
confluence of the I}linofs, the 
Mississippi and the Missouri; 
no place in the Western cotn- 
try, New Orleans excepted, has 
greater natural advantages. No 
place, therefore, has higher im- 
portance, considered as a mis- 
Sionary station. Next to St. 
Louis in point of importance, is 
St. Genevieve. It lies one mile 
from the Mississippi, including 
New Bourbon about two miles 
distant; it has a population of 
1500. There are about 25 Amer- 
ican familics; the remainder 
French. A missionary visiting 
this place occasionally would be 
well received and would obtain a 
considerable part of his support. 
While a person acting in the 
double capacity of preacher and 
instructor of the Academy in that 
place, would receive a salary of 
$:000 per annum. Respecting 
the religious state of the other 
towns and villages in the Tervi- 
tory, we have no definite infor- 
mation. It should speedily be 
inquired into by a missionary on 
the ground. There are also 
many American _ settlements 
throughout the country, that re- 
quire to be sought out, and te 
have congregations organized; 
where they are capable of 1 
Among which are the following’ 
The settlements in the neig!- 
borhood of the lead mines are 
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very considerable. At Mine a 
Burton (40 miles west from St. 
Genevieve) there is a village of 
g0 families. When the people 
of that place heard that we were 
in the Territory, so anxious 
were they toobtaina Presbyterian 
preacher, that they circulated a 
paper, and immediately procured 
subscriptions to the amount of 
$200 for a missionary who would 
visit that place occasionally. Mr. 
Austin, originally from New 
England, sent us a pressing invi- 
tation to come and preach there. 
But that was impracticable, and 
their hopes were for the pres- 
ent disappointed. These settle- 
ments are certainly interesting 
in a missionary point of view. 
The annual produce of the mines, 
two years since, was 1,525,000 
Ibs. of lead. The number of 
persons employed in digging, 
smelting, &c. is at present very 
great, and will doubtless increase 
with rapidity. On the Saline, 
5 miles from St. Genevieve is 
an American settlement of about 
50 families; some are Presbyte- 
rians. At the Bois Brule bot- 
tom on the Mississippi 15 miles 
below St. Genevieve, are about 
SO American families, There 
is also a settlement on the 
Platen, and a large one of 150 or 
200 families on the St. Francis. 
Toward the North West from 
St Louis very considerable set- 
tlements are scattered up the 
Missisippi, the Missouri, and 
their tributary steams for near 
200 miles. When we were in 
the Territory we could not 
learn that any Presbyterian min- 
ister had ever before preached 


there; yet most of its settlements 


are frequently visited by Bap- 
ist and Methodist preachers. 
There was even a man of the 
New England sect of Chriss- 


ians* preaching and distributing 
books in this and the adjacent 
Territory. 

“In addition to the above detail- 
ed account of these Territories, 
we have a few general remarks 
to offer, applicable to them all. 
The character of the settlers is 
such as to render it peculiar- 
ly important that missionaries 
should early be sent among 
them. Indeed, they can hardly 
be said to have a character; as- 
sembled as they are from every 
State in the Union, and origins 
aliy from almost every nation in 
Europe. The majority, although 
by no means regardless of reli- 
gion, have not yet embraced any 
fixed principles or sentiments 
respecting it. They are ready 
to receive any impressiens 
which a public speaker may at- 
tempt to make. Hence every 
species of hereties in the coun- 
try flock to the new settlements. 
Hence also the Baptist and 
Methodist degominations are 
exerting themselves to gain a 
footing in the Territories. If 
we do not come forward and oc- 
cupy this promising field of use- 
fulness, they will. Indeed they 
have already taken the prece- 
dence. Some portions of this 
country are pretty thoroughly 
supplied with their preachers. 
Why, then, it may be asked, 
should we not leave it wholly 
to them? We answer, the field 
is large enough for us all. Ma- 
ny of their preachers are ex- 
ceedingly illiterate. And this 
circumstance, if some of the 
most respectable inhabitants 
may be credited, has been a 
very great injury to the cause of 
Christ In many places. Besides, 
there are many Presbyterian 
brethren, scattered throughout 


*The sect of Elias Smith. 


reper ten cee 


en 


Se, ie le 
3 





eames ee ye LP ET 
“ ne ° 
~ A 
= sah aed 
saowe 












































184 


almost every settlement. And 
to supply them with the stated 
means of grace, so far as we are 
able, is a sacred duty incumbent 
upon us. We have already 
mentioned a number of places, 
in which an earnest desire was 
manifested to have missionaries 
sent among them. This was 
not the desire of a few individu- 
al Presbyterians merely; but of 
many of the officers in the civil 
government of the Territories, 
and of some of the most respect- 
able citizens of various denom- 
inations. The three Governors 
and a number of the judges, in 
the respective Territories, ex- 
pressed to us their feelings up- 
on this subject. Gov. Edwards 


of Illinois has been for some 
time endeavoring to obtain a 
Presbyterian preacher there;— 
and Gov. Posey of Indiana pro- 
posed himself to write to some 
missionary Society to obtain one 


for his neighborhood. To be 
supported by the countenance 
and patronage of such men 
would be a vast advantage te a 
preacher. Are not the fields 
then white already to the har- 
vest? Would that all Christians 
atthe East would lift up their 
eyes and behold. Could they 
but see what we have seen— 
thousands ready to perish, their 
eye-lids fast closed in spiritual 
slumber, and no one to awake 
them—Could they but see the 
sons and daughters of Jerusalem 
weeping for themselves and for 
their children;—surely mission- 
aries would no longer be want- 
ing, nor funds for their support. 

“If missionaries could by any 
means be sent into these Terri- 
tories there are various other 
ways in which they could be ex- 
tenstyely useful, besides their 
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ordinary labor's, ™ preaching 
and administering the ordinan- 
ces of the Gospel. This coun- 
try is almost wholly new ground, 

Many institutions that conduce 
to the benefit of Society, and to 
the advancement of religion, are 
not yet established. Much good 
might be done by exerting an 
influence in favor of schools, 
and ofthe education of children, 
An inhabitant of the Eastern 
States can have no adequate con- 
ception of the want of schools in 
this country. Itis perfectly com- 
mon to find men of considerable 
property, whuse children cannot 
read a word. Much good might 
also be done by a missionary in 
promoting the establishment 
and success of Bible Societies, 
and of other moral and relig- 
lous institutions. In our for- 
mer communications, we have 
made you, In some measure, ac- 
quainted with the dreadful fam- 
ine of the written, as well as 
fireached word of God, which 
prevails in this country. We 
have also laid before you an ac- 
count of our exertions and suc- 
cess in promoting the establish- 
ment of asssociations for the 
distribution of, the Scriptures. 
Should these associations be or- 
ganized, still they will need 
some fostering hand to support 
and render them efficient: oth- 
erwise many years will roll 
away before the sacred oracles 
will be found in every dwelling. 
The success with which we 
were favored, altogether surpas- 
sing our most sanguine expect- 
ations, proves that the happiest 
consequences might be expect- 
ed from vigorous and perseve! 

ing exertions im promoting this 
grand object. Such missiona- 
ries should be well supplied with 
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Bibles and religious Tracts for 
gratuitous distribution. Un- 
doubtedly they would be so by 
Societies in the Atlantic States. 
In this way their usefulness 
would be extended far beyond 
the sphere of their personal ex- 
ertions. We are confident, that 
our present mission is rendered 
far more useful than it would 
otherwise be, by the Bibles and 
Tracts with which we are fur- 
nished. Our Bibles are of course 
beneficial. Our Tracts (chiefly 
of the collection published by 
the New England Tract Socie- 
ty) have been received and read 
with eagerness. They have 
been handed from house to 
house; and have been approved, 
so far as we Can learn, by all de- 
nominations. Such publications 
are so scarce in this country, 
that attention is secured to them 
by that powerful principle—the 
love of novelty. Sectarian jeal- 
ousies and even political preju- 
dices against New England have 
promoted the circulation and 
perusal of our Tracts. Can any 
coed thing come out of Nazareth? 
Come and see. 

‘Perhaps, dear Sir, we have al- 
ready stepped beyond our prop- 
er limits. Our appropriate busi- 
hess is, to collect inforniation, 
and state facts; not to draw con- 
clusions, nor attempt to direct 
our fathers in the ministry, and 
inissionary bodies, with respect 
totheir duty. But we must ask 
your indulgence a little farther. 
from the view we have now 
given of the three Territories, it 
iS apparent, that at least one 
missionary to each of them is in- 
dispensably requisite. Ione or 
two more could by any means be 
obtained, there would be some 
Peculiar advantages in the fol- 

VoL, XT. 


lowing distribution of them. 
The settlements in Indiana lie 
principally on the Eastern and 
on the Western sides of the 
Territory. A wilderness of 
about 100 miles intervenes. 
The same is the case in II linois. 
The Eastern settlements in In- 
diana are sufficiently extensive 
to require the whole time of a 
missionary. While the Western 
settlements of this Territory 
and the Eastern of Illinois, that 
is the country on both sides of 
the Wabash, might for the 
present be supplied by the 
same preacher. The other por- 
tions of Illinois on the bank of 
the Mississippi, seem to demand 
a distinct laborer. And the Mis- 
souri Territory should have one, 
if nottwo more. Considering 
the importance of St. Louis, it 
seems highly desirable, that one 
faithful man should be posted 
there, to labor in that place and 
its immediate vicinity; while 
another might be advantageous- 
ly employed at St Genevieve, 
the Mines. and other settle- 
ments in the Territory. It seems 
desirable that missionaries in 
this country should pay particu- 
lar attention to the towns and 
villages, They are much more 
destitute of religious privileges 
than the back settlements. The 
illiterate Baptist and Methodist 
preachers of this country find 
but little encouragement to visit 
them. The inhabitants of the 
towns having been long freed 


from the restraints of religion,. 


have become much more vitiated 
in their morals, than those of 
the country. The character of 
Shawaneetown we have mention- 
ed, not as in this respect singu- 
lar; but asaspecimen of almost 
all ofthem. Yet in these places 


#24 


Det atid 


ao poe F- > 
“ —_ td 
— 
eS Ma Rahs 








— ~ BIT ea ~ 
= aan > Sab 
PST 














— an . = 
a2 ’ e - = 
r i ee ee 





a : 
a 
gp ee ee . 


= 
ee NO ee 


=~ a 
o 
etme on ental w Agee ~ 6 


Et SS 


a 


ee ee 


186 Massachusetts Missionary Society. 


there are many friends of good 
order and religion, who would 
held up the hands of a respecta- 
ble and pious minister. In these 
places we behold the germs of 
future cities, The village, that 
now contains nothing but wretch- 
ed cabins, will soon become the 
dwelling place of thousands. 
And these thousands may al} be 
favorably affected by the early 
establishment of religious insti- 
tutions there. And now, dear 
Sir, we commend into the hands 
of your Society their brethren 
in the west. We have done 
what we could for them. We 
have endeavored to represent 
their wretched condition. We 
have conveyed to your ears their 
earnest cries for aid. And 
surely, if there be any bowels 
and mercies, their cries will not 
be heard in vain. It is not the 
voice of strangers and foreign- 
ers. They are members of the 
same Civil community with us. 
Many of them are fellow citizens 
with the saints and of the house- 
hold of God. Some once enjoy- 
ed with delight the Sabbaths, 
and sermons, and sacraments of 
New England. And their bearts 
still retain the relish. Their 
eyes are constantly looking to- 
wards the East. Their prayers 
ascend daily, that God would in- 
cline the hearts of their brethren 


to remember them, and send 


them one to break to them the 
bread of life. But the answer of 
their prayers is long deferred; 
and their heart often sickens 
within them. By sending us 
among them, you have shawn 
that they are not indeed forgotten, 
and have inspired them with a 
cheering hope. Shal) that hope 
bs grievously disappointed? 


Jung, 


“Yours with affection and re. 
spect, Samvug. J. Mitts, 
Danizet SMITH. 


“P. S. Natchez, Feb. 11. My 
dear Sir, we arrived here on the 
6th inst. in good health and 
spirits. The Lord is pleased to 
deal very graciously with us, 
We were for some time appre- 
hensive, that the disturbed state 
of this country might embarrass 
us, in attending to the duties of 
our mission. But General Jack- 
son has defeated and repulsed 
the British. They are still, how- 
ever, hovering about the coast, 
and seem to meditate another 
attack——at what point is alto- 
gether uncertain. But we hope 
we shall be permitted to attend 
to the business of our Master’s 
kingdom without molestation. 
On our arrival, we found the 
French Testaments consigned to 
this place had not been received. 
Brother Miils therefore proceed- 
ed immediately to New Orleans, 
to learn if any had arrived there, 
that we might commence the dis- 
tribution of them. May the 
Lord prepare the hearts of the 
French to receive them.” 


The last intelligence received 
from these missionaries is con- 
tained ina letter from Mr. Smith, 


dated at sea, off Charleston, 
(S. C.). May 2, 1815, and address- 
ed to Mr. Evarts. 


. “Our last communication, ad- 
dressed to Dr. Worcester, was 
forwarded from Natchez, in Feb- 
ruary last. Since that time, Mr. 
Milis. and myself have been but 
very little together; and have 
been so occupied, that we have 
found it impossible to comtinut 
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so give you a detailed account of 
she state Of the country through 
which we have passed, and of 
sur exertions In promoting the 
various objects of our mission, 
That account will be resumed as 
soon as we meet again, and find 
a little leisure for the purpose. 
At present I must beg you to 
accept a hasty sketch of some of 
the mostinteresting occurrences. 

‘On our arrival at Natchez, 
we were a little perplexed on 
finding that the boxes of French 
Testaments, directed to that 
place, had not arrived. This in- 
duced Mr. Miils to go directly 
down to New Orleans to ascer- 
tain whether any had reached 
there. I tarried a month in the 
Mississippi Territory, endeavor- 
ing to strengthen the hands of 
the Bible Society there; ana col- 


lecting information respecting | 


the religious state of that coun- 
tty. This Territory affords a 
very interesting ficid of mvission- 
ary labor, With a popuiation 
of about 45,000, it has only four 
Presbyterian clergymen. ‘The 
city of Natchez is perhaps as 
important a station for a mission- 
ary aS any in the western or 
southern country. The inhabi- 
tants have lately crected a very 
respectable Presbyterian church. 
(At the request of the Trustees, 
I performed the dedicatory ser- 
vice.) But in erecting the 
building the Trustees have ex- 
hausted their resources. There 
is reason to fear it will stand un- 
occupied; or perhaps, that it will 
de diverted from its original de- 
Sign, and fall into the hands of 
men unfriendly to the truth. 
The Trustees proposed to ad- 
dress your society on the sub- 
ject, and to request you to send 
them a missionary. They said 


they would become responsible 
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for his salary; and if he was a 
man of popular talents and of 
piety, they presumed he would 
be immediately settled. A suit- 
avle person sent to this place, 
would supply this church, would 
promote the interests of the 
Bible Society, which now lan- 
guishes for want of such a patron, 
would become a bond of union 
to the scattered Presbyterian 
churches and ministers in the 
Territory, and would probably 
be the aneans of bringing in 
many more missionaries and 
ninisters 

“When brother Mills reached 
New Orleans, he found 3,000 of 
the French Testaments there. 
The distribution was immedi- 
ately commenced. The Lord 
has wonderfully smiled on this 
business. No sooner was it 
known thatthe Testaments were 
op hand lor distribution, than the 
French began to flock in to re- 
Ceive them. The information 
circulated with rapidity. Ina 
few days crowds of several hun- 
dreds presented themselves be- 
fore the gentleman’s door, who 
had the immediate agency of the 
distribution, This gentleman 
was Alfred Hennen, Esq. of 
New Orleans; who deserves the 
thanks of Bible Societies, and of 
the French, for his faithful atten- 
tion to this interesting business. 
He had more applications than he 
could possibly attend to; and he 
was obliged to send away many 
from day to day unsatished. But 
they returned again, and were lit- 
erally “clamorous for the Bible.” 
In one week more than athousand 
copies were distributed. In three 
or four. weeks more than two 
thousand had been given out in 
the city, and suitable persons 
had been inquired out to supers 
intend the aistribuuon of ihose 
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destined for the different settle- 
ments in the country. Often in 
the progress of our mission, 
have we had occasion to ex- 
claim, Surely the hearts of men 
are in the Lord’s hands. The 
rr priest in New Orleans, 

ather Antonio, decidedly favors 
the circulation of the Testament. 
The administrator of the Bish- 
oprick, Du Bourg, although he 
approved of the plan, and of the 
version proposed to be circulated, 
when brothers Mills and Scher- 
merhorn formerly consulted 
him on the subject, now refuses 
to countenance the distribution; 
on the ground that this is a Pro- 
testant version, and that he was 
not formerly acquainted with it. 
Yot he says he does not ofifose 
the measure, and would prefer 
that this version should be circu- 
lated rather than none. The 
moral and religious state of New 
Orleans remains extremely de- 
plorable. Profaneness, Sabbath- 
breaking, and vice oi every de- 
scription, prevail to a fearful ex- 
tent. 

‘When our business in that 
city was finished, Mr. Mills and 
myself began to think of return- 
ing to our native land. And as 
the passage by sea was then open, 
we thought we should prefer 
that, to a tedious journey through 
the wilderness to Georgia. But 
no opportunity presented imme- 
diately of going either to Charies- 
ton or Savannah. We were un- 
willing to relinquish the idea of 
visiting those places; and there- 
fore waited a little to obtain a 
passage. Mr. Millswent to the 
Attucapas country, for afew days, 
where there were Testaments to 
be distributed. While he was 
gone, a vessel sailed for Charles- 
ton. | embraced the opportunity 
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as there would probably be no 
other; and am now, aftera long 
and somewhat dangerous pas. 


sage, within a few miles of that 
port.” 


RLVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PRINCETOK 
COLLEGE. 


Tut following account of a glorious revival 
of religion in one of our seminaries of 
learning will be very greta to the 
Christian reader. e have the pleas- 
ure to announce, that a similar work of 
grace has been commenced at Dart- 
mouth College. The last intelligence 
which has been received by us stated, 
that there were twenty hopeful con- 
verts, and that religious concern was 
general in the College. Let the pious 
throughout our country pray earnestly 
for all our Colleges and schools. 


_ REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE 
COLLEGE OF NEW JERSEY; RELATIVE 
TO A REVIVAL OF RELIGION AMONG 
THE STUDENTS OF SAID COLLEGE IN 
THE WINTER AND SPRING OF THE YEAR 
1815. WITH AN APPENDIX. BY ASHBEL 
GREEN, D. D. L. L. D) PRESIDENT OF TH? 
COLLEGE. PUBLISHED EX ORDER 0: 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


On this subject I have thonght it my duty 
to make a correct, though it must be a 
very summary, staternment to the board; 
both because the subject is important and 
interesting in itself, and because imperfect 
and erroneous accounts respecting it have 
been circulated. 

For nearly a year past—that is, since 
the commencement of the last summer 
session—a very large proportion of the 
students have attended on all the religious 
exercises and instructions of the college 
with more than ordinary seriousness; and 
the minds of some of them, as now ap- 
pears, were ripening, through this whole 
period, for what has since taken place. 
There was nothing more apparent, how- 
ever, for six weeks after the commence- 
ment of the present session,* than an iv- 
crease of this serious attention to the re- 


* The winter session of the college com- 
mences six weeks after the last Wednes- 
day of September, and continues till the 


Jirst Thursday after the second Tuesday 


of April. The summer session commence: 
our weeks after the last mentioned per’ 
od, and continues till the last Wednesday 
of September, which is the day of 1 
annual commencement. 








duty 
be a 
pard; 
t and 
rfect 
have 


since 
amer 
r the 
gious 


1815. Revival of Religion at Princeton. 189 


igious duties of college; an increase both 
of the degree of seriousness, and of the 
aumber of those in whom it was visible. 
Every religious service, both on secular 
days and on the Sabbath, was attended 
with a solemnity which was sensible and 
impressive. In this manner the revival 
commenced, or rather became apparent, 
in the second week of January, without 
any unusual Occurrence in providence;— 
without any alarming event, without any 
extraordinary preaching, without any 
special instruction, or other means that 
might be supposed peculiarly adapted to 
interest the mind. The divine influence 
seemed to descend like the silent dew of 
heaven; and in about four weeks there 
were very few individuals in the college 
edifice, who were not deeply impressed 
with a sense of the importance of spiritual 
and eternal things. ‘There was searcely a 
room—perhaps not one—which was not a 
place of earnest secret devotinn. For a 
time it appeared as if the whole of our 
charge was pressing into the kingdom of 
God; so that at length the inquiry, in re- 
gard to them, was, not who was engaged 
about religion? but who was not?—After 
this state of things had continued, without 
much variation, for about two months, it 
became manifest that a change was taking 
place. Some were becoming confirmed 
in the hopes and habits of evangelical 
piety; some were yet serious, thoughtful 
and prayerful, though perkaps notin so 
great a degree, or at least not so apparent- 
ly, as once they had been; while some 
were plainly losing the impressions which 
they had lately felt. And such has con- 
tinued to be the state of this interesting 
concern tothe time of making this report. 
The result is, that there are somewhat 
more than forty students, in regard to 
whom, so far as the time elapsed will per- 
mit us to judge, favorable hopes may be 
entertained that they have been made 
the subjects of renewing grace. Perhaps 
there are twelve or fifteen more, who 
stll retain such promising impressions of 
religion as to authorize a hope that the 
issue, in regard to most of them, may be 
favorable. And nearly the whole of the 
remainder show a great readiness to at- 
tend on all the social exercises of religion; 
not only on those which are stated and 
customary, but those which are occasional, 
and the attendance on which is entirely 
voluntary. Thus, of the students who are 
now in the college, a majority* may be 
viewed as hopefully vious; and a large 
Proportion of the residue appear to pos- 


* The whole number of students in the 
elasses of the coliege is one hundred and 

ve; of whom twelve were professors of 
reusion when the revival began. 


sess much tenderness of conscience, and 
show a very desirable regard to religious 
duties and obligations. 

It has already been intimated that this 
revival of religion commenced without 
noise, and without any other means than 
those which had been a considerabie time 
in use. But having thought it my duty 
to converse with my. pupils, as often as 
they requested it, at the time when their 
minds were filled with anxious fears and 
inquiries; and also to examine them indi- 
vidually and caretully, simce hope has, in 
some measure, succeeded to fear; 1 have 
had a favorable opportunity to inquire, 
and have attentively inquired, after the 
instrumental causes of this revival, as in- 
dicated by the views and feelings of the 
parties concerned. Four such causes ap- 
pear to have had a manifest agency— 

1. And chiefly, the study of the Holy 
Seriptures;* accompanied with comments 
on the portion read, and a practical appli- 
cation of the leading truths contained in it. 
God has remarkably honored and blessed 
hisown word. Strange as it may seem, 
this study of the Bible has always been a 
favorite one among the youth of the col- 
lege, not excepting the most gay and dis- 
sipated. Pains have, indeed, been taken 
to render it intercsting; but the degree in 
which it has been so, has been truly sur- 
prising. And, under the divine blessing, 
it has served to enlighten and instruct the 
youth in their duty; it has rendered their 
minds solemn and tender, beyond what 
they were themselves aware of at the 
time; it has given them a deep reverence 
for the truths of divine revelation;T it has 
qualified them to hear preaching with ad- 


* For more than two years, the Holy 
Scriptures had been made the subject of 
as regular study and examination as the 
classics, the mathematics, or philosophy. 
The afternoon of the Lord’s day was ap- 
propriated uniformly to the recitation of 
a certain number of the students, taken 
promiscuously (for all were required to 
be prepared ) on five chapters of the 
Bible, assigned to them the preceding 
week. The recitation was always- ac- 
companied with expositions, critical re- 
marks, and a practical application. The 
exercise was concluded with prayer and 
singing, and was considered asthe after- 
noon religious service of the college. In 
the morning, public worship, in the usual 


form, was celebrated. 


+dn the month of February 1813, a 
Bible Society was instituted in the col- 
cege, composed of the literary and theo- 
logical students indiscriminately. Ithas 
been very active in distributing Bibles 
gratutously, especially to the soldiers 
and sailors of our country. 
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vantage; and at length revealed truth, 
has, we Arust, been powertully and effee- 
tually applied to their consciences, by the 
Spirit by whom it was endited. 

2. The circumstances in which the stu- 
dents have lately attended on public wor- 
ship have been peculiarly favorable to their 
religious improvement. They have wor- 
shipped, in consequence of the burning of 
the church in this place, in the prayer 
hall of the college, for more than two 
years past. For about eighteen months 
they have worshipped separately from the 
people of the town; and have, with the 
theological siudents, who joined them 
Jews at first, and generally of fate, 

rmed an audience or congregation by 
themselves. This has given an opportu- 
nity, which has Leen ¢arefully improved, 
to choose such subjects and adapt such a 
manner, in preaching to them, as appear- 
ed best caleulated to arrest their atten- 
tion. Appropriate vddresses have tre- 
quently been made, and the service has in 
all respects been conducted with a special 
view to their advantage and religious ed- 
ification. In these cireumstances, they 
have felt an anusual interest in the solem- 
nities of the savetuary—they have felt 
that they were the parties directly and 
particularly concerned in these solemni- 
ties; and the reod effects of this sentiment 
have been incaleulably great, and were 
very apparent before the revival was visi- 
ble. Ina word, this mode of conducting 

ublie worship must be considered as hay- 
ing been a powerful instrumental cause, 
both in producing an awakened attention 
to religion at first, and in cherishing it 
through the whole of its progress. 

S. TVhe effect of moral discipline has 
been manifestly favorable to this revival. 
This discipline, vigorously and vigilantly 
maintained, has preserved the youth, 
generally, from those practices, habits 
and vicious indulgences, which counteract, 
dissipate, and destroy all serious and relig- 
ious impressions. It bas had an influence 
in preventing that hardness of heart and 
iusensibility of conscience, which are 
the natural and usual effects of unrestrain- 
ed vice. It has formed a practical testi- 
mony against the moral vi‘eness of several 
things which youth are apt to consider, if 
not as entirely innocent, yet as evidences 
of manliness and spirit. After many ef- 
forts to resist these effects of discipline, 
by the least virtuous part of the college, 
the attempt was seen to be vain; and it 
was clearly perceived that the effects 
mentioned were sensibly felt by the great 
mass of the students, before the revival. 
it was also very noticeable that the revival 
made its appearance with an act of dis- 
vipline. A student (one of three dis- 
missed at the eame time) was almost im- 


mediately seized with a remorse of con. 
science and avguish of mind that were 
very affecting—He has since become 
hopefully pious. But before any thing of 
this was known in the college, the re- 
marks which were made when the dis. 
mission of the three students was an. 
nouneed, seemed to produce a powerful 
effect on a number; and during that week 
feelings and exercises which had, in acer. 
tain degree, long existed in secret, could 
no longer be concealed.—Nearly at the 
same time, an admonition, given in private, 
was remarkably blessed to the individaal 
concerned. 

4. The tew pious youth who were 
members of coliege before the revival, 
were happily instrumental in promoting 
it. They hac, for more than a yaar, been 
earnestly engaged in prayer for this event. 
When they perceived the general and in- 
creasing seriousness which has been no- 
ticed, several of them made an agreement 
to speak, privately and tenderly, to their 
particular friends and acquaintance, on the 
subject of religion. Aud what they said 
was, in almost every instance, not only 
well received, but those with whom they 
conversed beeame immediately and earn 
estly engaged in those exercises which, it 
is hoped, have issued in genuine piety. A 
public profession of religion, made by two 
of the students who had been a good 
while thoughtful, had also, at this time, 
much influence, apparently, both in pro 
ducing awd deepening impressions in 
many others. 

The special means made use of to pro- 
mote and cherish this revival, besides the 
cireumstances «already mentioned, were 
the folloving—A short address on the 
sulject of religion was made, after pray- 
ers, on every Satur€ay evening. In 
preaching on the Lord’s day morning, 
subjects were selected stited to the exist 
ing state ef the college—in this particular 
we are deeply indebted to the Theologi- 
ical professors, who have generally con- 
ducted the morning service. A particular 
reference wag often made to the religious 
attention which had been excited among 
the students, in the remarks which ac 
companied their Bible recitations. A 
weekly lecture, intended for the students 
exclusively, was given by myself, on every 
Tuesday evening. A social prayer meet 
ing was held, on every Friday evening, * 
which one of the Theologica! professors 
commonly made an address. A family 
prayer meeting (as the students called it) 
was, every evening held among them 
selves, at which a large proportion of the 
whole college attended. Smaller and 
more select associations for prayer were 
also formed. The individuals, whose 
minds were anxious and laboring, were, % 
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often as they requested it, carefully con- 
versed and prayed with im private—in 
this service am to acknowledge the as- 
sistance received from the professors of 
the seminary; from their pupils, and frem 
the pious students of the college. Finally, 
writings of approved character, on doctri- 
nal and practieal religion, were pointed 
out and recommended to the perusal of 
the students; and a short system of ques- 
tions and counsel, whieh I herewith submit, 
was drawn up by myself, for the use of 
those who began to cherish the hope that 
they had entered on a life of practical 
iety. 

. Having thus mentioned the chief instru- 
mental causes of this revival, and the 
means uséd to cherish it, to guard it, and 
to direct it, I shall eoaclude my report on 
this subject with a few short remarks, of- 
fered with a view to give a correet appre- 
hension of its nature and character. 

1. It has been, so far as I am able to 
judge, remarkably free from extravagance 
and enthusiasm. | know of nothing, in 
regard to this revival, that I think would 
be called extravagant or enthusiastic, by 
any one who really believes in the great 
doctrines of the Protestant reformation. 
Particular pains were early taken to 
guard against the evil here contemplated; 
and, by the divine blessing, they have 
been made so suceessful, that I am not ac- 
quainted with a single incident or oceur- 
renee, iudicative of intemperate feeling or 
eonduet, that we are called to regret. 

2. There has been no sectarian spirit 
accompanying er mingling with this re- 
vival. There are students in the college 
belonging to four or five different denomi- 
nations ef Christians. At first, there ap- 
peared to be some apprehension in the 
minds of those who were not presbyteri- 
ans, lest they should be drawn iuto a 
union with this denomination, if they 
yielded to the sentiments and feelings 
which began to be prevalent. But I told 
them, in the first address that T made to 
them on a Tuesday evening, that it was 
my fixed purpose to inculeate no doctrine 
er tenet, that was not found in all the 
public orthodox creeds of protestant 
Christendom—that | was indeed earnestly 
desirous that they should all become real 
practical Christians, but that I had no 
wish to make-asingle proselyte. ‘This, I 
believe, removed every apprehension 
aud the intimation then given has been 
sucredly regarded. Not a single thing 

been said by myself, nor, I am per- 
suaded, by the Theologieal professors 
who have preached to them, that has had 
any intentional tendency toward prose- 
lytism, On the contrary, every thng has 
been genaral, ,The great catholic doc- 


trines of the Gospel have been exclusivel 
inculcated. It is believed that-there is 
not an individual of the coliege who would, 
it questioned, complain that he has, in any 
instance, felt himself pressed with cpin- 
ions waien interfered with his educational 
ereea. 

3. Thete has been no neglect of study. 
A report was circulated that study was 
laid aside in the college to attend to relig- 
ion. Nothing could be more false. Study 
has probably never been pursued with 
more diligence and success. Our pupils 
were informed, that if at any particular 
recitation, an individual should find that 
his mind had been so exereised as not to 
permit him to get his lesson, he should, om 
applicatlen to the teacher, be specially ex- 
cused; and this indulgence has been fre- 
quently asked and granted. But not 2 
single recitation of a class has been omit- 
ted; and every individual lesson or recita- 
tion, ineidentally omitted, has been strictly 
required to be made up for the quarterly 
and semi-annual examinations. It was 
early and earnestly inculcated on the 
youth of the college, that not only did 
Christian duty require as regular an at- 
tention as. possible to all the lawful con- 
cerns of hfe, but that their minds would 
act more vigorously and more correetly 
on religious subjects, and in religious du- 
ties, if a suitable portion of their time 
should be diligently employed in their 
proper studies. 

4. There have been no compulsory ex- 
ercises. Every thing, beyond the stated 
religious instructions and duties of the 
coliege in ordinary times, has been per- 
fectly voluntary; unless the short address 
on Saturday evening after prayers, may 
be considered as a slight exception. No 
one has suflered either censure or re 
proaeh, who chose to be absent from an 
religious exercise or engagement which 
had its origin in this revival. 

Such, gentlemen, is the statement 
which | have judged it proper to make to 
You, in regard to a work which, in its sal- 
utary efficieney, has been all of God; and 
the whole praise of which is to be ascribed, 
most unfeignedly, to Him alone. 


DONATIONS TO THE AMERICAN 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


May 3, 1815. From the Rev. Mr. 
Skelton’s Society in Foxborough, (Mass.} 
a contribution on the national thanks- 
giving, | B15. 25 

5. From the Female Foreign 


Carvied forward {$15 25 
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Brought forward $15 25 
Mission Society in New London, 
by Mrs. Charlotte Wolcott, the 
’L reasurer, 

8. From the following individ- 
uals and Societies, by Mr. T. 
Dwight, jun. viz. 

From Mrs. Sarah Mills of 
Derby, 

—a lady in New Haven, 1 

— the Cent Society 
Woodbridge, for 1813, 

— do. for 1814, 

— two ladies in Wood- 
bridge, for the translatious, 1 50 

— an aged widow in 
Bridgeport, by the Rev. 
Mr. Waterman,* 

— the Female Charita- 
ble Society in Great Bar- 
rington, by Mrs. Hannah 
Whiting, the President, 27 60—51 10 

9. From a young lady in Roy- 
alston, by the Rev. Joseph Lee, 
fer the translations, 

10. From a friend in Amherst, 

. (Mass.) by Mr. 8. T. Arm- 
Strong, for the translations, 

11. From a female friend to 
missions in Braintree, by the 
Rev. R. S. Storrs, S10 00 

From the Female Relig- 
ious Society in Braintree, 
by Mr. Storrs, 26 60—36 60 

From a young lady by mail,f 20 00 

13. From a poor man by mail,f 2 00 

15. From the Foreign Mission 
Society of Portland and the Vi- 
einity, by Mr. Levi Cutter, the 
‘Treasurer, $100 00 

Part of a contribution 
for religious purposes, in 
the Rey. Mr. Payson’s So- 


54 00 


5 00 


1 00 





Carried forward $100 009189 95 


* This donation was accompanied by a 
note fram which the following sentences 
are extracted: “From an aged woman 
of the church at voy Sa pry but 
a young friend of the Gospel of Christ. 
d desire the smail sum enclosed may be 
the means of procuring one prayer or 
one sermon among the poor heathen. 
God can bless the widow's mite. I have 
a willing heart; and pray that I may 
not spend my money for that whichis not 
bread: and I hope to do more another 
year, if the Lord will. My daily prayer 
és, that the work may go on, and that all 
the elect may be brought into Christ’s 
militant churchs peedily.”’ 


} The notes to these donations are nec- 
essarily omtted for want of room. 


Notice. 


Brought forward $100 009189 95 
ciety, On the national 
thanksgiving, 35 00-135 00 

18. From A. B. of Westbor- 
ough by Mr. S. T. Armstrong, 

19. From the Hon. John Lang- 
don, Esq. of Portsmouth, by 
Mr. Daniel Poor, $100 00 

A contribution in the 
north meeting house in 
Portsmouth, after a mis- 
sionary sermon, 30 00-130 00 

20. From Mrs. Williston, wife 
of Dea. Gad Wiiliston, given on . 
her death-bed, by the tev. Mi- 
cah Stone, of Brookfield,( Mass. ) 

22. From the Aiding Foreign 
Mission Society of Plympton and 
its vicinity, by the Rev. Elijah 
Dexter, the Treasurer, 

23. From the following Soci- 
eties, by Mr. Henry Hudson, of 
Hartford, viz. 

Monies received by Mr. P. W. 
Gallaudet, ‘Treasurer of the 
North Association of Hartford 
County, $95 75 

From the Auxiliary For- 
eign Mission Society of 
Tolland county, by Jona- 
than Barnes, Esq. the 
Treasurer, 90 00-185 75 

24. From the Rev. Dr. Wool- 
worth, (L. , avails of sermons 
of the Rev. H. Daggett, $6 00 

From young ladies in 
Montville, (Con.) by Miss 
S. ti. Raymond, remitted 
by Gen. Huntington, 


5 00 


5 00 


20 50—26 50 


S708 2 


NOTICE. 


It is desirable that the Missionaries, who 
are expected to sail towards the close ot 
next month, should be able to carry with 
them a respectable library, especially in 
the departments of Theology and Sacred 
Literature. Donations of books. will be 
received with peculiar thankfulness; par- 
ticularly of such books as are at present 
difficult to be procured. Any books, 
which would be useful in a general library, 
will be gladly accepted. 

Buxtorf’s Hebrew Concordanee has 
been presented to the mission by the Rev. 
Mr. Bates of Dedham. 

Donations of books may be left with the 
Rev. Dr. Spring, Newburyport, the Rev. 
Dr. Worcester, Salem, and at Mr. Arm- 
strong’s book-store, Boston. 


WE are obliged to omit literary intelli: 
gence, and many other articles. 





